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Introduction

1.2, Site location

Site 2 is located in the townland of Brenanstown, ¢. 250m to the south of Brenanstown Road, Co.
Dublin, in the civil parish of Tully and the Barony of Rathdown, Site 2 (NGR 323100E, 223900N; See
Figure 1). The route of the proposed development extends proximate to three sites listed in the Record
of Monuments and places: a Portal Tomb ¢. 75-150m to the northeast of this section of the line
(DU026:007: located to the north of a small stream), a mill site ¢. 300m to the west (DU026:0080) and
an enclosure (DU026:006) to ¢. 200m the southwest.

1.3. Solid geology and soils
The geology of the area consisted of granite Bedrock overlain by late Pleistocene glacial ills, mainly
grey brown podzolic soils.

14, Characteristic of the proposed development

The Railway Procurement Agency (‘RPA’) has submitted an application for a Railway order for
submission to the Minister for Transport under Section 37 of the Transport (Railway Infrastructure) Act
2001. The Railway Order, granted by the Minister, will authorise the RPA to provide for the
construction, operation and maintenance of a light railway between Sandyford Industrial Estate and
Cherrywood. This is a 7.6km extension to the existing Luas Green Line currently operating between St.
Stephen's Green and Sandyford.

This report concerns pre-development resolution of a section of the LUAS corridor to the West of
Laughanstown road and South of the Brennanstown road. The development corridor diverges from the
pre-existing Harcourt Street Line (c. 22m width by 141m long) and is aligned northwest to southeast
across a gently sloping field of pasture. The development footprint in this area encompasses c.
3102m2. The area is currently undeveloped.

1.5. Purpose of assessment

Pre-development testing was undertaken to identify and determine the nature and extent of any
archaeological deposits within the development corridor. The results of pre-development testing were
intended to inform an appropriate mitigation strategy for the development. Features of potential
archaeological significance identified during testing were fully exposed (where possible), assessed and
recorded. Limited hand excavation was undertaken to clarify their depth and nature. The archaeological
nature of features exposed in Site 2 could not be confirmed during testing; they were secured from
further intrusion pending consultation with the National Monuments Section. Where no archaeological
features were exposed trenches were excavated to the surface of natural soils.
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2. Baseline Survey

2.1. Introduction

For the purpose of setting the proposed development within its wider archaeological and cultural
heritage landscape, and to assess the archaeological potential of the site, a comprehensive paper
survey of all available archaeological, historical and cartographic sources was undertaken.

2.2, Recorded archaeological sites and monuments

The Record of Monuments and Places was consulted for the relevant parts of Dublin. This is a list of
archaeological sites known to the National Monuments Service. The relevant files for these sites
contain details of documentary sources and aerial photographs, early maps, OS memoirs, OPW
Archaeological Survey notes and other relevant publications. These were studied in the Sites and
Monuments Records Office. All sites within a radius of ¢.1km of the proposed development were
identified. These monuments are listed in Appendix 3.

2.3. Recorded archaeological finds

The topographical files in the National Museum of Ireland were consulted to determine if any
archaeological artefacts had been recorded from the townland of Brenanstown. This is the National
archive of all known finds recorded by the National Museum. It relates primarily to artefacts but also
includes references to monuments and has a unique archive of records of previous excavations. Other
published catalogues of prehistoric material were also studied for any reference to finds within
Brenanstown: Raftery (1983 - Iron Age antiquities), Eogan (1965; 1993; 1994 - bronze swords, Bronze
Age hoards and goldwork), Harbison (1968; 1969a; 1969b - bronze axes, halberds and daggers) and
the Irish Stone Axe Project Database (Archaeology Dept., U.C.D.). There are no recorded finds from
the townland.

24. Cartographic sources

Reference to cartographic sources is important in tracing land use development within the development
area as well as providing important topographical information on sites and areas of archaeological
potential. Primary cartographic sources consulted consisted of the Ordnance Survey 6" maps, first and
later editions (T.C.D. Map Library). Earlier cartographic sources consisted of the Down Survey Barony
map of c. 1655 (Government of Ireland 1980), Taylor's map of the Environs of Dublin dating from 1816
(Phoenix Maps), and the First Edition Ordnance Survey maps for County Dublin (Sheet 26; 1843).

2.5. Previous Excavations

The excavation bulletin website (www.excavations.ie) was consulted to identify previous excavations
that may have been carried out within the study area. This database contains summary accounts of
excavations carried out in Ireland from 1985. The available Excavations publications for 2002 and
2003 were also consulted (Bennett 2002, 2003). Details of previous excavations are listed in Appendix
4,

2.6. Historical research

Primary historical sources consulted, included the Christ Church Deeds (McEnery and Refausse 1999),
the Calendar of Archbishop Alen's Register 1172-1534 (McNeill 1950), The first Chapter Act book of
Christ Church Cathedral, Dublin 1574-1634 (Gillespie 1997) and The Account Roll of the Priory of the
Holy Trinity, Dublin, 1337-1346 (Mills 1890-91) and the Civil Survey AD1654-56: Volume VIl County of
Dublin (Simington 1945). The most useful secondary source consulted conceming the general history
of the area was ‘A much disputed land: Carrickmines and the Dublin marches’ (O'Byrne 2003).
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This section of the development is also c. 300m east of DU026:080 - the site of a watermill marked on
the Down Survey (1655) and First Edition Ordnance Survey (1837) maps, which may be presumed to
be one of the mills listed in the Civil Survey (Deery & Halpin 2005).

The Census of 1659 lists the townland as containing 18 adults, of whom four were ‘English’ including
‘Valentine Wood gent' (Pender 1939, 381). In 1664 ‘Ballybrenan alias Brenanstowne' was leased to
William Lightburne, and in 1679 to William Moreton, both officials of Christchurch (McEnery &
Refausee 1999, 1643, 1824).

34. Archaeological significance of the sites
The development corridor extends adjacent to a number of recorded monuments, within an area
densely settled during the Medieval period.

4. Archaeological Assessment

4.1. Methodology

After consultation with the National Monuments Section of the Department of the Environment,
Heritage and Local Government the following strategy was agreed:

Much of the line of the LUAS in this section extends along the route of the pre-existing Harcourt Street
Line: This will be subject to a separate licence application for archaeological monitoring. The area of
the compound to the south of the line, and the section of the LUAS corridor which diverges from the
Harcourt Street Line as far as the adjacent boundary to the south, and then across the road into the
Laughanstown townland, was subject to pre-development testing.

A centreline and offset testing strategy was adopted appropriate to a linear development. A centreline
trench, 2m in width was excavated by a machine equipped with a graded bucket along the length of the
development corridor. Offset trenches were excavated at right angles to the centreline trench every
15m extending to the boundaries of the 30m wide development corridor. Temporary construction
compounds are to be located beside the main LUAS development corridor at 2 number of locations.
These were also subject to pre-development archaeological testing. Where potential archaeological
features were identified in the test trenches a sufficient area was opened to determine their extent
within the development corridor. Each area of potential archaeology was assigned a Site number. The
current report details the resolution of potential archaeological features exposed in Site 2,
Brenanstown.

4.2. Results

Appendix 1 contains a tabular breakdown of the trenching results for Brenanstown. A brief summary of
the potential archaeological features exposed in Site 2 is provided below. A more detailed description
of features is provided in Appendix 2.

06E214 Brenanstown Site 2

The site was located ¢. 25m northwest of the road forming the townland boundary between
Laughanstown (West) and Brenanstown. It is situated on a sloping undisturbed area of pasture. A
rectangular area of ¢. 14m by 16m was initially opened up to investigate possible archaeological
activity. The area was later increased to ¢. 25m by 22m. Four possible features were identified and
sections were excavated within each (see figure 4 and photo plates 1 to 6). A linear cut (F111) was
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Appendix 2: Brenanstown 06E214, Site 2 Feature Register
F. | Feature Period Max. Max | Max Feature Description Feature
No | Type Length | Width | Depth Interpretation
100 | Deposit Modern | 25m 22m | 0.10m | Homogenous sod layer exposed across full | Sod layer related to
extent of excavation. Very mixed soil mainly | cultivation.
silty clay with sand inclusions. Roots. Grass.
Moderate amount of pebbles and stones.
101 | Topsoil No 25m 22m | 0.20m | Homogenous topsoil layer exposed across full | Ploughsoil layer
Deposit period extent of excavation. Very mixed soil mainly | related to cuitivation.
silty clay with sand inclusions. Roots. Grass.
small amount of pebbles and stones
102 | Natural No 25m 2m | _ Natural consists of two types of natural. The | Natural subsoil deposit
period main one is light yellow brown silty clay with | across  extent  of
sand inclusions. The other one is mid brown to | excavation.
dark brown with large amount of stones and
gravel.
103 | Fill  for | unknown | 1.50m [ 1.26 | 0.78 The fill consists of light brown yellow compact | Fill of natural root
ditch m silty sand, containing few pebbles. No | system/depression
F104 charcoal. dry and well sorted .Very sterile fill.
104 | Cut  for | unknown [ 5 m 1.26 | 0.78m | Curvi-Linear feature running East-West. 5 | Cut of natural root
ditch m metres length. system/ depression
F103
105 | Fill for pit | unknown | 1.21m | 085 | 0.14m | The fill consists of mid to dark brown silty | Fill of natural hollow/
F106 m sand. Plastic, dry and moderately sorted. It | depression.
contains a few charcoal flecks, in the upper
part essentially. There is also a few flecks of
decayed animal bones.
106 | Cutforpit | unknown | 1.21m | 085 | 0.14m [ F106 is a “teardrop” shaped small and shallow | Cut of natural hollow/
m pit, oriented North-South. The feature was half | depression
sectioned. It contains only one fill for the
moment. In profile, the cut is shallow with a
gradual break of slope top and concave base.
The edges of the feature are not very well
defined.
107 | Fill for pit | unknown | 1.75m | 1.50 | 0.20m | Upper fill of F108. The fill consists of a mid | Fill of natural tree-bowl
F 108 brown sandy clay that turns grey in colour
when dry. Dry, plastic and well sorted. The fill
is also compact and sterile.
108 | Cutforpit | unknown | 1.75m | 1.50 0.60m | F108 is a sub-circular possible pit, oriented | Fill of natural tree-bowl
East-West. The feature was half sectioned. It
contains two fills, F107 and F110. Both fills are
sterile and contain no find yet.
109 | Fil in | unknown | 0.20m | 0.06 | 0.38m | The fill consists of a linear layer of silty sand | Fill of natural root
ditch m on the northern edge of the feature F104. The | system/ depression
F104 colour is yellow white. It is friable, dry, well
sorted and contains a moderate amount of
decayed stones. No other inclusion.
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Figure 4: Post excavation plan of Brenanstown 06E214, Site 2.




Plate 1:06E 214 renanstown, Site 2
Tree-bowl Features. Facing North.

Plate 2:06E 214 Brenanstown, Site 2
Tree-bowl| Features. Facing West.

Plate 3:06E 214 Brenanstown, Site 2
General site shot. Facing South West.
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Plate 4:06 E 214, Brenanstown, Site 2, Modern pie trench.
Facing South East.

Plate 5:06 E 214, Brenanstown, Site 2, Small shallow depression
Facing East.
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Plate 6:06 E 214, Brenanstown, Site 2, Tree-bowl, facing West.




